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KENNESAW STATE 


Olens ends rocky tenure at KSU 


Regents promise national search for replacement; 
protests, communication issues marred his term. 


Outgoing KSU President Sam 
Olenswill continue to draw 


salary through June unless he 
finds another job. 


By Eric Stirgus 
estirgus@ajc.com 


Kennesaw State University stu- 
dent and faculty leaders critical 
of Sam Olens hope its next presi- 
dent will be picked based on the 
person's academic qualifications, 
not a political resume. 

Georgia’s Board of Regents 


will conduct a national search 
to replace Olens, who announced 
Thursday he will resign, effec- 
tive Feb. 15. 

Many faculty and students crit- 
icized the board last year for not 
conducting such a search when it 
hired Olens, the lone candidate 
for the job. Olens’ supporters 
cited his local and political ties 


— former Georgia attorney gen- 
eral and chairman of the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners 
—as qualifications that made him 
perfect for it. Olens, critics noted, 
had no administrative experi- 
ence at any college or university. 

This time, a presidential search 
committee will include faculty, 
staff, students, alumni and KSU’s 
local community, University Sys- 
tem of Georgia officials said in 
a statement. Three to five can- 
didates will be considered. Ken 


Harmon, KSU’s provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, will 
become the university's interim 
president. 

“I really hope in this national 
search, the Board of Regents will 
look for someone who fits in with 
the ideals of the student body, 
not the political climate of Cobb 
County,” said Carlynn Sharpe, 
25, a KSU graduate student who’s 
worked with student groups to 


Olens continued on A5 


ATLANTA MAYORAL ELECTION 


Ralph Jones, registration manager, and other workers recount votes cast in the Atlanta mayoral election 


runoff at the Fulton County Elections Preparation Center on Thursday. PHOTOS BY HYOSUB SHIN / HSHIN@AJC.COM 


Norwood vows to continue 
challenge of mayoral votes 


Campaign considering going to court 
over recent annexations, irregularities. 


By Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 
and DanKlepal 
dan.klepal@ajc.com 


Even though a recount on 
Thursday produced no addi- 
tional votes for Mary Norwood, 
the Atlanta mayoral candidate 


still challenged the outcome of 
the Dec. 5 runoff, citing votes 
from recently annexed parts of 
the city that she argues should 
not have been counted. 

“We will move on to the next 
step in the process,” she said. 


Mayoral race continued on A7 


Mary Norwood watches as 
Atlanta mayoral runoff votes are 
recounted. She lost to Keisha 
Lance Bottoms by 832 votes. 


HEALTH INSURANCE 


2018 Obamacare enrollment ends today 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


Today is the big day for 
Obamacare — the final day of 
open enrollment. 

It’s the last day when most 
Americans can sign up for health 
insurance on the Affordable Care 
Act’s exchange market for cover- 
age in 2018. 

With the enrollment period 
cut in half this year, the big ques- 


tion is whether people will sign 
up in time. 

There is always a last-minute 
rush. Since enrollment has been 
surging already this year, today 
could be swamped. But agents 
and navigators say they and the 
sign-up website have been pre- 
paring. 

People who want to can sign 
up on their own. They can go to 
the healthcare.gov website or 
call 1-800-318-2596. (For TTY it’s 


OYSTER PERPETUAL 


YACHT-MASTER 40 


1-855-889-4325) 

People who want guidance can 
calla navigator —a nonprofit guide 
who helps people enroll. There 
are a handful of navigator organi- 
zations in Georgia. The biggest is 
Insure Georgia, at InsureGA.org or 
1-866-988-8246. Some insurance 
agents also do sign-ups. 

Under some extreme circum- 
stances, people can get a sign-up 
extension, but by then the local 
navigator help will be gone. 


INTERNET DEREGULATION 


Divided FCC 
ends rules on 
net neutrality 


Industry promises 
internet experience for 
public won't change. 


By Barbara Ortutay 
andTali Arbel 
Associated Press 


The Federal Communications 
Commission repealed the Obama- 
era “net neutrality” rules Thurs- 
day, giving internet service pro- 
viders like Verizon, Comcast and 
AT&T a free hand to slow or block 
websites and apps as they see fit 
or charge more for faster speeds. 

Ina straight party-line vote of 
3-2, the Republican-controlled 
FCC junked the long-time princi- 


ple that said all web traffic must 
be treated equally. The move rep- 
resents a radical departure from 
a decade of federal oversight. 

The broadband industry has 
promised that the internet expe- 
rience for the public isn’t going 
to change. 

But the move toward elimi- 
nating the rules has touched off 
protests in recent months, with 
ordinary Americans worried that 
cable and phone companies would 
now be able to control what peo- 
ple see and do online. On Thurs- 
day, about 60 protesters gathered 
in the bitter chill in Washington 
to protest the FCC’s expected 


Neutrality continued on A8 


DEKALBCOUNTY 


Racial disparity found 
in police shootings 


DeKalb had highest gap 
among 50 departments 
in news site's study. 


By Joshua Sharpe 
joshua.sharpe@aje.com 


Over a six-year period, DeKalb 
County Police Department offi- 
cers shot 25 black people and one 
white person, the highest racial 
disparity found among the 50 larg- 
est departments from across the 


nation examined by the current 
affairs organization VICE News. 
Some agencies, including 
Atlanta police, didn’t provide 
the races of the people shot. But 
data obtained by The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution shows DeKalb 
police fatally shot more black 
people than Atlanta officers. 
Ofthe 26 people shot in DeKalb 
since 2010, 16 black people died, 
along with the one white per- 


Shootings continued on A7 


METRO, B1 
Fulton officials 
discuss transit fixes 


The county's master planis far 
more ambitious than can be 
funded, so leaders are trying to 
coalesce aroundacompromise. 
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